SUCCESSION TO
A TENANCY

INFORMATION SHEET 5

The Co-operative recognise bereavement is a difficult and traumatic time for friends and family.
The purpose of this information leaflet is to outline how the Co-operative can assist in these
matters and provide helpful practical information.

This leaflet explains the rights of people to succeed a tenancy when a tenant of Easthall Park
Housing Co-operative has died.

What is a Succession?

When a tenant dies it is often the case that there were others living in the tenant’s home at the
time the tenant passed away. In these instance, certain persons have legal rights to succeed
to the tenancy.

Who can succeed?

Firstly, anyone who claims to be entitled to succeed the tenancy must be able to prove they
have been resident in the home prior to the death of the deceased tenant.

There are then three levels of priority:

. — would go to the spouse or partner of the deceased tenant or any remaining
joint tenant. In the case of co-habitees, it is expected they will have lived in the house for a
minimum of six months as their only or principal home. The definition of “partner” includes
same sex couples.

. — would go to a member of the tenant’s family who had occupied the late
tenant’s house as their only or principal home at the time of the tenant’s death.

. — would go to someone who had been the late tenant’s carer and had given
up their principal home to care for the deceased tenant.

In the case of second and third priorities, succession would not take place where someone in
a higher priority wished to exercise their right to succeed.
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